Setting up the Collector for ArcGIS App
for a whole class to collect data
A streamlined workflow for ArcGIS Online

OVERVIEW
This exercise covers the following:
1) Creating a feature service to hold the data you will capture
2) Creating a web map to view the data
3) Sharing the map to a Group
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This exercise assumes that you have created a Group in your Subscription Account and invited all of
the students who will be collecting data to that Group. If you would like some more information on
creating Groups and inviting users please see the help website at http://doc.arcgis.com/en/arcgisonline/share-maps/groups.htm

GETTING STARTED
Open a browser and navigate to
http://developers.arcgis.com/en/
Click the ‘sign in’ icon and sign into your account.

1. CREATE A FEATURE SERVICE
Click on the ‘Hosted Data’ icon

Click on ‘New Feature Service’.
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This starts a process which steps you through creating the new feature service.
Step 1: Basic Information
Enter a title and
description for
the feature
service.
Select the
Geometry Type as
Points from the
drop down list.
Add a tag, which
will help people
search for and
find the feature
service once it’s
created.
When you have
completed this
information, click ‘Continue’ to move to the second step.
Step 2: Defining Fields
Type in an Alias
and Name for
the attribute.
The Alias will be
displayed to the
user, the Name
is used in the
database.
For Data Type,
from the drop
down list select
integer: this is
defining that
the data you will
be collecting is
going to be
whole numbers.
(Float is for
numbers
containing decimals, String is for text, and Date is for dates)
Click Add.
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If you were going to collect more information at each point, you could define further fields by
repeating this step for each field required. To move onto the next step click ‘Continue’.
Step 3: Rendering

This determines how the
points we capture will be
displayed on our map.
Click on your chosen
symbol to select it (this
can be changed at a later
date if required).

Click Continue

Step 4: Review and Publish

If you wish to change
any settings click the
relevant option
(shown here in the red
boxes) to go back to
that page.
Click Publish Service,
shown here in the blue
box, when happy with
the settings.
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Click ‘View in ArcGIS Online’

Optional Step
If you want to be able to use this map offline (when
there is no mobile phone signal, or access to wifi) you
will need to enable this.
If you do not need this, you can skip this step and move
down to Step 2: Create a Web Map.

Click ‘Edit’

Scroll down to the ‘Properties’
section of the page
Check the ‘Enable Sync’ option
Click Save
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2. CREATE A WEB MAP
In this step you will finalise how the map will display when you open the Webmap the Collector App.

Click ‘Open’, and from the drop down
menu click ‘Add to New Map’.

This opens the new feature service (which doesn’t yet contain any data) in a map.

Use the Plus button or
mouse wheel to zoom
in and drag the map so
that it is centred the
desired location.
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Click Save (circled
here in red), and
give the map a
title, summary
and tags. Click
‘Save Map’.

3. SHARE THE MAP TO A GROUP
This is a vital step in the process of allowing multiple users to add data to the same map. The
Webmap MUST be shared with the appropriate Group if multiple people are to add data to the map
via Collector for ArcGIS.

Click ‘Share’, shown
here outlined in
green.
In the Share dialog,
you will see the
names of your
groups (shown here
outlined in red).
Check the box next
to the name of the
group you are
sharing this to.
If you are prompted
to update sharing on
your feature layer,
agree to this.
Click Close.

N.B. Only the Owner of the Webmap and Members of the Group will be able see the Webmap in the
Collector App.
You are now ready to start collecting data!
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